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IWM & brightsolid partner to create digital platform  

Lives of the First World War  
 

 

IWM (Imperial War Museums) and brightsolid, the online publishing and technology arm of publishing 

group DC Thomson, are working in partnership to create Lives of the First World War – an innovative 

and interactive digital platform to mark the First World War Centenary. 

 

Lives of the First World War will hold the stories of over 8 million men and women who served in 

uniform and worked on the home front. It will be the official place for communities across the world to 

connect, explore, reveal and share even more about these people’s lives.  

 

This innovative platform will bring fascinating records from museums, libraries, archives and family 

collections across the globe together in one place. The team behind Lives of the First World War are 

working with national and international institutions and archives to make this happen. 

 

Over the course of the centenary, Lives of the First World War will become a dynamic, permanent 

digital memorial - a significant digital legacy for future generations. 

 

The platform will go live later this year, in time for the start of centenary commemorations from summer 

2014. Further information, including a short film about Lives of the First World War can now be found at 

http://www.livesofthefirstworldwar.org.  

 

Diane Lees, Director-General of IWM said: “The Imperial War Museum was established while the 

First World War was still being fought to ensure that future generations would understand the causes 

and consequences of the war and to remember the men and women who played their role.  

 

“Now that the First World War is outside living memory, we are the voice of those veterans and the 

custodians of their stories – which we can now tell through Lives of the First World War. We will be 

encouraging people of all ages, in all communities to join us in this project to actively remember these 

men and women.  

 

“I am delighted that IWM will be working with brightsolid. Their focus on innovation, their specialism in 

telling stories and making history accessible along with their international reach makes them our perfect 

partner on Lives of the First World War.” 
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Chris van der Kuyl, Chief Executive of brightsolid, said: “We are proud to be working with IWM to 

create a digital memorial that will be an enduring and fitting tribute to the men and women of the First 

World War. I am sure that as the centenary approaches, members of the public will deepen these 

stories by uploading their own content in order to create a rich narrative tapestry for every man or 

woman whose life was shaped by the War. 

 

“The UK has an incalculable wealth of historical archives. Institutions like IWM are world leaders in 

making those records available online to millions of people worldwide. We are only beginning to realise 

the cultural potential of these archives.” 

 

brightsolid’s partnership with IWM consolidates its position as a private sector partner for leading 

public institutions digitising historical archives. The Group recently launched the British Newspaper 

Archive in partnership with the British Library, embarking on a project to digitise, and make fully-

searchable, up to 40 million historic pages from the national newspaper collection over the next 10 

years and has previously delivered the highly successful 1911census.co.uk project in partnership with 

The National Archives (TNA). In addition, brightsolid is the private sector provider for ScotlandsPeople, 

a partnership with National Records of Scotland and the Court of the Lord Lyon that serves an 

integrated online portal for Scottish genealogy records dating back to 1538.  
 

Lives of the First World War will be a part of IWM’s extensive programme to mark the First World War 

Centenary. IWM’s programme includes new First World War Galleries at IWM London (opening 

summer 2014) and a major temporary exhibition at IWM North. IWM is also leading the First World War 

Centenary Partnership, a growing network of over 1,000 local, national and international cultural and 

educational organisations spanning 25 countries. The Centenary Partnership will present a four-year 

vibrant programme of cultural events and activities engaging millions of people across the world.  

 

 

-Ends- 

 

For further information contact:  

Lucy Donoughue, Head of Communications, IWM. Tel; 020 7416 5311/ 07780 439938 

ldonoughue@iwm.org.uk 

 

Carolynne Bull-Edwards, Head of Content & PR, brightsolid. Tel: 07932 723866 

cbull-edwards@brightsolid.com 

 

Andrew Murray-Watson, Mission PR (for brightsolid). Tel:  020 7845 7800/ 07515 695232 

andrew@thisismission.com 

 

Notes to editors:  

 

First World War Centenary 

 

2014 - 2018 marks the centenary of the First World War, a landmark anniversary for 

Britain and the world.  IWM will mark the centenary by leading a vibrant, four year 

programme of cultural activities across the country, including the opening of brand new 

First World War Galleries at IWM London in 2014. For more information visit 

www.1914.org 

 

IWM  

IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts 

involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War. 

mailto:ldonoughue@iwm.org.uk
mailto:cbull-edwards@brightsolid.com
mailto:andrew@thisismission.com
http://www.1914.org/
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Our unique Collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, places, 

ideas and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical experiences 

across our five museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and creative force. We 

challenge people to look at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their understanding of the 

causes, course and consequences of war and its impact on people’s lives. 

 

IWM’s five branches attract over 2 million visitors each year. IWM London, our flagship branch, is 

transforming with new First World War Galleries and a new Atrium with large object displays, which will 

open in summer 2014 to mark the Centenary of the First World War (Please note IWM London is closed 

until July 2013 when it will partially re-open, and in June 2014 the museum will fully reopen). Our other 

branches are IWM North, housed in an iconic award-winning building designed by Daniel Libeskind; 

IWM Duxford, a world-renowned aviation museum and Britain's best preserved wartime airfield; 

Churchill War Rooms, housed in Churchill’s secret headquarters below Whitehall; and the Second 

World War cruiser HMS Belfast.  

 

About brightsolid  

 

brightsolid online publishing is a British-owned world leader in online genealogy, with a record of online 

innovation in the field of family history.  

  

 brightsolid boasts 18 million registered users across its family of online genealogy brands. 

 It hosts over a billion genealogical records across its family of brands including Friends Reunited, 

Genes Reunited and Findmypast  

 It was last year voted Best Genealogy Organisation in the online Gene Awards. 

 

brightsolid helps partners to digitise their precious collections, providing them with an archival quality 

digital surrogate of their records, or publishing existing indexes and transcriptions.  

 

Several successful partnerships with brightsolid include (but are not limited to) 1911Census.co.uk with 

The National Archives; comprising 36 million records, this is one of the largest online family history 

projects undertaken by The National Archives and a commercial partner.  

 

ScotlandsPeople.gov.uk is a pay-as-you-go e-commerce site operated by brightsolid as a partnership 

between the National Records of Scotland (NRS) and the Court of the Lord Lyon. The site allows 

searches of 50 million names, has more than 30 million images and over one million registered 

customers.  

 

The British Newspaper Archive (BNA) is a 10-year partnership project between the British Library and 

brightsolid. The content for the website comes from the newspaper collection at Colindale Library, and 

the plan is to have 40 million, fully-searchable pages on the website by 2021, with at least 8,000 pages 

being added to the site every day. 

 

All of these brands are hosted by the company’s online technology business, which helps companies 

increase their agility and reduce the risk of their IT solutions.  As well as our online publishing and 

partnership brands, some of the UK’s leading organisations, including FTSE 100 companies, run their 

internal and customer facing applications on brightsolid’s UK-based private and hybrid clouds. These 

offer unmatched reliability, the highest levels of security and outstanding cost performance.   

 

 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-london/transforming-iwm-london
http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-north
http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-duxford
http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/churchill-war-rooms
http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/hms-belfast
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/

