
FWW in Kent and Medway Steering Group 

Minutes for 10th October 2013 

Held at the Royal Engineers Museum, Library and Archive 

Present: 

Sarah Corn 

Rob Illingworth 

Amy Adams 

Amber Cottee 

Michael Bishop 

Georgina Martin 

Jon Iveson 

Updates from Marketing Group 

The last Marketing Group meeting was held at Visit Kent’s office in Canterbury. It was well attended 

with reps from the KM, BBC and all around the county. The main focus was on how to move 

forward? Do we need a brand? Logo? 

They set up the key aims of the marketing group to be to: 

 Continue to promote Kent as a destination 

 Increase visitor footfall in Kent 

Marketing of the First World War in Kent to come under the banner of ‘Frontline Kent’ as this can 

cover WW1, WW2 etc 

KM Group offered their services to work with Visit Kent to develop a logo to be used. 

An HLF grant application was mentioned as Visit Kent is a charity but the problem lay in how to 

develop a bid that still had activities and outputs other than marketing. 

BBC have advised the group to offer something in return for organisation sending the information – 

this could be as simple as the logo/marketing help. (BBC will be at the FWW in Kent and Medway 

meeting in November) 

Next steps for the group: 

 Gather information on what everyone is up to – using a form via Visit Kent 

 Use the timeline developed by the research group to link up with activities submitted 

 Link in with BBC’s ‘100 stories’ project (which will be announced on 16th October) 

 Link in with Kent Messenger’s ‘Call to Action’ for stories of WW1 and recruitment of 

volunteers for projects 

At this meeting the steering group discussed whether it was possible to go down the ‘Heritage Open 

Day’ route for promotion: ie template for organisations to fill in which in turn will give them a 



branding logo, help with marketing, guidance on how to run an event, signposting to IWM’s 

resources etc. 

Group also discussed how it will still be important to use the IWM FWW logo. 

Plan to launch a data capture form on the 11th November 2013. 

Marketing group will be key going into 2014. 

Updates from Research Group 

The research group has kept to small meetings focusing on the production of a timeline for First 

World War events in Kent. 

Group are trying to ensure that all districts of Kent and Medway are covered. 

Rob has produced an abridged version of the timeline which is ready to go up on the blog and be 

circulated.  

IWM are happy for us to use their information from their timeline but not to publish it without their 

permission. As such if we want to make the full version of the timeline accessible to all we will need 

to seek permission from the IWM. It can, however, be circulated to the FWW in Kent and Medway 

Group as a  

The timeline has now expanded to include links/references to associated images. A PDF version of 

this timeline will go up on the KCC website. 

Medway local history groups are also planning a linked project between all of them to run an oral 

history project. 

How to proceed? Research group needs to find out to what extent Mark Connolly wishes to be 

involved in the group so they can establish their next steps. 

Updates from Education Group 

Education group have not met since March/April as they have been waiting to hear how everything 

is progressing. The last meeting was a sharing session for members of the group to share their 

projects but there were no real forward plans. Looking to plan a meeting for after the November 

meeting. 

Possible forward plan for the group is to use the information developed by the research group into 

forming some activities and events 

Elsewhere in the education world: 

 Shaun Carter successful with their bid to bring 3 Kent schools together with 3 Flanders 

schools to research individuals of the First World War. 

 Football and Peace successful with their bid. Kent Libraries and Archives will be hosting 

sessions for the schools and there will be an event at Maidstone United showcases four 

different WW1 sports: football, rugby, cricket and boxing. On the 25th April 2014. There will 



also be stalls at the stadium for other groups. Exhibition will be created as final output that 

might potentially be available to go out to other venues. 

 War and Peace looking for stands and exhibitions for their Schools days 

 South East Learning Associates will be running a session for teachers on November 26th on 

how WW1 fits in with the National Curriculum. Sarah Corn to contact them to see if they 

can do a similar presentation for the Education group. 

 Mark Connolly’s project with the Langton School is still going ahead 

 NAM are offering 5 days of education support to each Museum hosting one of their 

exhibitions 

 War Memorials Trust are using Kent as a pilot for a national project. This project will see 

volunteers going into schools and training them up on how to research their local war 

memorials. 

Main summary of meeting 

Research group to feed information into Education/Events for planning activities which can be 

promoted by the Marketing group. 

Next Steps: 

 Keep meeting as a Steering Group, despite whether UoK receive their funding 

 Timings of meetings to be as and when needed 

Useful Information 

 BBC launching their 100 stories project 16th October 

 HLF have announced a new fund specifically for anniversaries 

 BBC are running a World War One at home project too  

 Screen South have been successful in their Kent in World War One project 

 25th April 2014 confirmed as date of event at Maidstone United Football Ground 

Date of next Steering Group Meeting TBC 

Date of next full meeting November 4th at the Royal Engineers Museum, Library and Archive 

 


